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1003.42 Required Instruction
(t) In order to encourage 
patriotism, the sacrifices that 
veterans and Medal of  Honor 
recipients have made in serving 
our country and protecting 
democratic values worldwide. 
Such instruction must occur on 
or before Medal of  Honor Day, 
Veterans’ Day, and Memorial 
Day. Members of  instructional 
staff  are encouraged to use the 
assistance of  local veterans and 
Medal of  Honor recipients 
when practicable.



Receipt of  Pay-Table-Committee 
Hartford, CT
June 7th 1782
The Society of  the Cincinnati, 
The Robert Charles Lawrence 
Fergusson Collection

Dick Freedom and Cuff  
Liberty were the aspirational 
names taken by two enlisted 
men serving in the all-black 
Second Company,
Fourth Connecticut Regiment. 
Among other deployments, 
the Regiment was rallied 
under the direction of  
Alexander Hamilton at  
redoubt ten during the Siege 
of  Yorktown.



Henry Knox to John Hancock

West Point, NY

October 20, 1782

The Society of  the Cincinnati, The Robert 

Charles Lawrence Fergusson Collection

“I hope and believe that Your Excellency will take this 

matter into consideration, and use such measures as 

will effect the relief  of  the gallant unfortunates, whose 

sufferings, if  too long continued, will tarnish the lustre

of  the revolution.”

General Knox appeals to Massachusetts 

Governor Hancock for state support of  

disabled soldier Captain John 

Slewman/Sluman who was gravely wounded at 

Germanton in 1777—Sluman received a half-

pay disability stipend with an annual stipend 

of  $300 in 1784.



DEBORAH SAMPSON
* self-educated teacher 
* enlisted in the Fourth 
Massachusetts Regiment as “Robert 
Shurtleff ”
* served in the Light Infantry in 
NY, PA and VA
* wounded in service and 
honorably discharged
* received compensation for 
service and a pension

“no other similar example of  female 
heroism, fidelity and courage”

The Female Review: or, Memoirs of  an 
American Young Lady
Herman Mann
Dedham [Mass.]: Printed by 
Nathaniel and Benjamin Heaton, 
for the author
1797
The Society of  the Cincinnati, The 
Robert Charles Lawrence 
Fergusson Collection



“turned adrift like old worn-out horses” 
Joseph Plumb Martin

“singular hardship…can never be forgotten”
James Madison

John Neagle painted this portrait in 1830, when the 
nation’s attention was drawn to the plight of  its 

aging veterans. The subject was a homeless veteran 
living on the street in Philadelphia. His name, 
Neagle said, was Joseph Winter. A German 

immigrant who arrived in America before the 
Revolutionary War, Winter was one of  thousands 

of  young men who served in the war for American 
independence. After the war he worked as a weaver 
in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, but with approaching 
old age he had lost his livelihood and family and 

become, in Nagle’s words, “a lone wanderer in a world 
evincing but little feeling or sympathy for him.”

A Pensioner of  the Revolution, John Neagle, 1830, Oil on canvas.



• 1818 Revolutionary War Pension Act— afforded $96 year to 
males serving more than nine months in the regular army “in 
reduced circumstances” who swore “they were in need of  assistance 
from their country”

• 1820—indigency by means test adopted

• 1832—indigency test removed

• 1836—extension to widows

• Bryan Rossiter of  Connecticut enlisted at age 16 and served 
until the end of  the war as a non-commissioned officer. He 
was owed back pay, an $80 bonus, and a warrant for one 
hundred acres of  land, but went home empty handed in 1783. 
His pension was arrested in 1820 when he failed to 
demonstrate indigency per they newly legislated test. In 1836 
his widow Sarah was granted his pension. 

• This portrait of  Rossiter in his sergeant at arms uniform 
includes two white chevrons on his left sleeve, indicating that 
he had been awarded the Badge of  Merit per the order of  
General George Washington. Each chevron represents three 
years of  service.

Bryan Rossiter, John Trumbull, ca.1806-1808, Oil on canvas.



The Old Soldier—A Fact
Printed by order of  a few surviving 
Soldiers of  the Revolution, 1828
The Society of  the Cincinnati, The Robert 
Charles Lawrence Fergusson Collection

This broadside tells the story Richard Nagle, a 

veteran from Cambria County Pennsylvania, who 

walked to Washington DC to seek his pension, was 

rebuffed by Congress, and met with John Quincy 

Adams who responded “begone you impostor, and 

dirty old rascal, or I’ll have you horse-whipped.” The 

plight of  aging veterans denied pensions was 

associated with the presidential campaign of  Andrew 

Jackson (running against the incumbent, Adams). 

This politicized saga of  Nagle’s treatment suggests 

that Jackson, a champion of  ordinary Americans and 

a veteran of  the Revolutionary War would correct the 

injustices of  the Adams administration.



Sergeant Andw. Wallace

ca. 1835

The Society of  the Cincinnati, The Robert Charles Lawrence Fergusson Collection



The first photographic portraits 

of  Revolutionary War veterans 

were daguerreotypes, the most 

common photographic process 

of  the late 1840s and 1850s.

Photographic print of  Ralph 

Farnham*

1860

The Society of  the Cincinnati, 

The Robert Charles Lawrence 

Fergusson Collection

Alexander Millener, Aged 104

Hartford, Conn.: N.A. & R.A. 

Moore

1864

The Society of  the Cincinnati, 

The Robert Charles Lawrence 

Fergusson Collection

*sold with autograph to supplement 

Farnham’s annual pension of  $61.66 



Badge of  Military Merit

ca. 1782-1783

Silk, silver braid, and wool twill

Collection of  the American Independence Museum, Exeter, NH 

and the Society of  the Cincinnati in the State of  New 

Hampshire. Gift of  William L. Willey.

George Washington’s conviction that ordinary soldiers 

were motivated by honor led him to create the Badge 

of  Military Merit—the first military decoration for 

enlisted men. Announced on August 7, 1782, the 

award recognized distinguished conduct and was 

intended to encourage “virtuous ambition” and “every 

species of  Military merit.” Soldiers honored with the 

award, Washington directed, “shall be permitted to 

wear on his facings over the left breast, the figure of  a 

heart in purple cloth, or silk, edged with narrow lace or 

binding.”

The record book of  those who received this badge of  

honor has been lost, probably consumed in the fire 

that consumed the War Department in 1800. Only two 

reputed examples are known, of  which this is one.

The decoration fell out of  use after the Revolutionary 

War, but was revived in 1932 as the Purple Heart.
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