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The American Revolution Institute

of the Society of the Cincinnati
The Society of the Cincinnati created the American Revolution Institute in 2012 

to renew appreciation for the history and ideals of our revolutionary generation and 

to promote and support effective education on the American Revolution and its legacy.



The American 

Revolution…

● secured our national independence, 

● established our republic, 

● created our national identity, 

● and articulated our highest ideals—liberty, equality, 

civic responsibility and natural and civil rights.



The Bloody Massacre perpetrated 

in King Street Boston on March 5th 1770

by a party of the 29th Regt,

engraved and sold by Paul Revere,

1770, Boston,

Massachusetts Historical Society



https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/lesson-plans/imagining-the-

revolution/imagining-the-boston-massacre/



Washington and American Independance [sic], 
The Apotheosis of Franklin, 

ca. 1785, England, 
The Society of the Cincinnati

https://americanrevolutioninstitute.pastperfectonline.c
om/webobject/997DEF0A-DE0E-450C-894A-

041735939093

https://americanrevolutioninstitute.pastperfectonline.com/webobject/997DEF0A-DE0E-450C-894A-041735939093


Cotton Bed Hangings (1974.0135)

and Quilt (1960.0166), 

“Apotheosis” Pattern, Winterthur Museum



Detail, “Apotheosis” Bed Curtain, 

Dumbarton House/

The National Society 

of The Colonial Dames of America



General Washington,

Valentine Green, 

1781, England,

after John Trumbull,  

National Portrait Gallery, 

Smithsonian Institution

Detail, “Apotheosis” 

Bed Curtain, 

Dumbarton House/ 

NSCDA



Portrait Medallion of Benjamin Franklin, 

Jean Baptiste Nini/Thomas Walpole, 

1777, France, 

Benjamin Franklin Cabinet

Detail, “Apotheosis” Bed Curtain, 

The Society of the Cincinnati



Detail, “Apotheosis” Bed Curtain, 

Dumbarton House/

The National Society 

of The Colonial Dames of America



Minerva

Liberty with 

Liberty Pole 

and Cap

America with 

Caduceus

“Unite or Die” Flag

Thirteen Stars 

Battle of 

Bunker Hill

Union Flag

Beaver

Fame at 

Temple

“Liberty 

Tree” and 

Stamp 

Act

Map of 

America

Oak and Pine 

Trees



La Tableau Moral Raisonné 
des Symboles de la 

République,
Nürnberg: Joh. Andreä 
Endterische Handlung, 

ca. 1794, France,
The Society of the 

Cincinnati

https://cdm16923.contentdm.o
clc.org/digital/collection/p1692

3coll5/id/293/rec/1

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll5/id/293/rec/1




https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/international-political-and-social-

reform-and-the-american-revolution/



The Historiscope: A Panorama 
& History of America, 
Milton Bradley & Co., 

ca. 1860-1890, Springfield, MA,
The Society of the Cincinnati

https://americanrevolutioninstitut
e.pastperfectonline.com/webobject

/7AA5F958-A86D-4D87-830D-
202146973131

https://americanrevolutioninstitute.pastperfectonline.com/webobject/7AA5F958-A86D-4D87-830D-202146973131


https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/master-teacher-lesson-plans/the-

revolutionary-war/siege-of-charleston-1780/



War in South Carolina

• More battles and skirmishes were fought in SC 

than in any other colony.

• Had a major victory over the British prior to the 

Declaration of Independence.

• The single largest Patriot defeat was the loss of 

Charles Town.

• The last battle in SC, Dills Bluff on James Island, 

happened after the surrender at Yorktown.

• December 14, 1782 the last British troops left 

Charles Town.

• 1783- Charles Town becomes Charleston.



Spring of 1780, Charles Town 

is under siege. 

As a Patriot Army, what is 

your plan to defend the city?

As a British Army, what is 

your plan to take the city?

Use the map to illustrate your 

plans. Use red for the British 

plans, use blue for the Patriot 

plans.

Sketch of the Operations 

before Charleston the 

Capital of South Carolina, 

1780, Abernethie

Charleston [or 

Trenton]: [Isaac 

Collins?, 1785],

The Society of the 

Cincinnati, The Robert 

Charles Lawrence 

Ferguson Collection

https://cdm16923.con

tentdm.oclc.org/digital

/collection/p16923coll

1/id/33

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll1/id/33


Siege of Charles Town

Surrendered to British, May 

12, 1780



Key Conflicts in South Carolina

● Siege of Charles Town 

● Battle of Camden 

● Battle of Cowpens 

● Battle of Kings Mountain 



Assignment

● Research an assigned SC battle.

○ cause, key people, location, date, main events, result, 

impact on the war

● Create a script and at least six illustrations.

● Use the paper stripe to draw your images in the order of 

your script. Be neat, use color, be accurate to the history 

and script.

● Build a historiscope.

● Make a 1-2 minute video of your historiscope with 

narration. 







Siege of Charles Town, 1780





American Revolution Institute
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/

FREE Classroom Resources

★ Professional Development 
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/professional-development/

★ Lesson Plan Series https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/lesson-plans/
★ Collections for the Classroom Database 

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/collections-for-the-classroom/
★ Continental Army & Revolutionary War at Sea Traveling Trunks 

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/travel ing-trunks/
★ America in Revolution and Lectures in Liberty Classroom Videos 

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/classroom-videos/
★ Why America Is Free Digital Textbook 

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/why-america-is-free/
★ Revolutionary Choices Online Strategy Game 

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/revolutionary-choices-game/
★ Teaching Associates Program https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/teaching-

associates/
★ Request We Share Their Stories Poster (top right) ssmith@societyofthecincinnati.org

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/professional-development/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/lesson-plans/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/collections-for-the-classroom/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/traveling-trunks/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/classroom-videos/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/why-america-is-free/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/revolutionary-choices-game/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/teaching-associates/
mailto:ssmith@societyofthecincinnati.org

