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What is 
The American Revolution 

Institute?
In 2012, the Society of  the Cincinnati created the 

American Revolution Institute to renew 
appreciation of  the history and ideals of  our 

revolutionary generation and to affirm the Society’s 
commitment to promote and support effective 
education on the American Revolution and its 

legacy.

The American Revolution Institute provides a 
thoughtful, historical framework to prepare young 
Americans to assess modern issues and become 

active participants in American society.



The American Revolution…
• secured our national independence, 
• established our republic, 
• created our national identity, and
• articulated our highest ideals— 

liberty, equality, civic responsibility 
and natural and civil rights.



African American Participation in the American Revolution 
and the Fight for Freedom and Civil Rights 



William Cooper Nell



Benjamin Quarles 



Bronze sculpture of  a preliminary 
figure for the proposed Black 
Revolutionary War Patriots Memorial 
in Washington, D.C.
Ed Dwight, 1992
Society of  the Cincinnati 



Partially printed D.S., Hartford, June 7th 1782: receipt of  
Pay-Table-Committee
Cuff  Liberty, Dick Freedom, Committee of  the Pay 
Table; Connecticut. Treasury Dept.
1782



The Nineteenth Amendment 
and the Legacy of  the American Revolution 



On 15 June 1900 in the introduction to a republished 
edition of  The Women of  the American Revolution, Anne 
Hollingsworth Wharton wrote that Mrs. Ellet’s compiled 
history appeared to be:

“a prophecy of  the future as well as a summary of  past 
events … if  as Mr. Froude says, “history is a voice forever 
sounding across the centuries the laws of  right and 
wrong,” the reader of  to-day may draw from the record 
of  the lives of  these women of  yesterday, lessons in 
courage, endurance, fidelity to principle and unselfish 
devotion to their country, that may well prove an 
inspiration to higher ideals of  citizenship and broader 
patriotism in the future.” 



ELIZABETH CADY STANTON
abolitionist activated as women’s rights leader 
when all female delegates were denied seats at the 
World’s Anti-Slavery Convention in London 
1840—she became convinced that women should 
hold a convention demanding their own rights

* 20 July 1848, Declaration of  Sentiments, Seneca Falls, NY
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-
sentiments.htm

* 1 January 1860, Address to the Judiciary Committee of  the New 
York State Legislature, Albany, NY
https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/2017/03/21/a-slaves-appeal
-1860/

https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/2017/03/21/a-slaves-appeal-1860/
https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/2017/03/21/a-slaves-appeal-1860/


Declaration of  Sentiments (20 July 1848)
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men and women are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights…that to secure these rights, governments are 
instituted among Men…That Whenever any form 
of  government becomes destructive of  these ends, 
it is the right of the People to alter or to abolish it, 
and to institute those who suffer from it to refuse 
allegiance to it, and to insist upon the institution of 
a new government…Such has been the patient 
sufferance of  these Colonies; the women under this 
government, and such is now the necessity which 
constrains them to alter their former Systems of 
Government demand the equal station to which 
they are entitled.”
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript


Address to the Judiciary Committee of  the New York State Legislature, Albany, NY(1 
January 1860)
“If  the citizens of  the United States should not be free and happy, the fault,” says Washington, 
“will be entirely their own.” Yes, gentlemen, the basis of  our government is broad enough and 
strong enough to securely hold the rights of  all its citizens, and should we pile up rights ever so 
high, and crown the pinnacle with those of  the weakest woman, there is no danger that it will 
totter to the ground. Yes, it is woman’s own fault that she is where she is. Why has she not 
claimed all those rights, long ago guaranteed by our own declaration to all the citizens of  this 
Republic?…  It is declared that every citizen has a right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of  
happiness…
Can woman be said to have a right to life, if  all means of  self-protection are denied her,—if, in 
case of  life and death, she is not only denied the right of  trial by a jury of  her own peers, but 
has no voice in the choice of  judge or juror, her consent has never been given to the criminal 
code by which she is judged? Can she be said to have a right to liberty, when another citizen 
may have the legal custody of  her person; the right to shut her up and administer moderate 
chastisement; to decide when and how she shall live, and what are the necessary means for her 
support? Can any citizen be said to have a right to the pursuit of  happiness, whose inalienable 
rights are denied; who is disfranchised from all the privileges of  citizenship; whose person is 
subject to the control and absolute will of  another?… 
“Governments derive their just powers from the consent of  the governed.” “Taxation and 
representation are inseparable.” These glorious truths were uttered for some higher purpose 
than to decorate holiday flags, or furnish texts for Fourth of  July orations…
https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/2017/03/21/a-slaves-appeal-1860/

https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/2017/03/21/a-slaves-appeal-1860


Teacher Programs

• MASTER TEACHERS SEMINAR                     
Washington DC, July 2021       

              
• TEACHER DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS 

Connecticut, Florida, New Hampshire, South 
Carolina, Virginia, Washington DC, NCSS, NCHE



TRAVELING TRUNKS:
Continental Army and 
Revolutionary War at Sea

Longfellow K-8 Spanish Immersion 
Magnet School, San Diego, CA



Digital Teaching Resources and 
Lessons



Digital Teaching Resources and 
Lessons



Revolutionary CHOICES
February 2019 Field Testing
Alice Deal Middle School
Washington, DC

The American Revolutionaries won 
their independence while nurturing 
liberty and unity, creating a continental 
republic of  free citizens. Doing as well 
is the challenge of  Revolutionary Choices, 
the American Revolution Institute’s new 
educational video game.

Players face the dilemmas confronted by 
the revolutionaries as they struggle to 
recruit and supply troops, win French 
support, suppress loyalists and defeat 
the British without trampling on rights 
or fracturing the union.



Social Media



www.AmericanRevolutionInstitute.org

http://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/

