
Why the American Revolution Matters
JAMES MADISON FELLOWS
June 30, 2022

Stacia Smith, Director of Education
F. Anderson Morse, Interim Executive Director
Ellen Clark, Library Director
Emily Parsons, Deputy Director and Curator
Rachel Nellis, Research Services Librarian
Paul Newman, Museum Collections and Operations Manager

www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org

WI-FI AT ANDERSON HOUSE:
SOTC Guest password GeorgeW1783!

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/


THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI (1783)

“To perpetuate therefore, as well the rememberence of this vast event, as the mutual        

friendships which have been formed under the pressure of common danger, and in many 

instances cemented by the blood of the parties…”



The American 

Revolution…

★ secured our national independence, 

★ established our republic, 

★ created our national identity, 

★ and articulated our highest ideals—liberty, equality, 

civic responsibility and natural and civil rights.













https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/master-teacher-lesson-plans/the-legacy-of-the-

revolution/american-notions-of-independence/



“habituated by notions of independence . . . the same spirit shews itself from 
Nova Scotia to the Carolinas; burning with the fiercest flame in Philadelphia, 
New York and New England. The people indolent in all but mischief, base, 
treacherous and cunning . . .”
John Gunning, A.L.S. Camp on the Heights Charlestown 17th July 1775: to Alexander Dick 
Prestonfield , Edinburgh



https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/lesson-plans/revolution-on-

paper/george-washingtons-vision-for-the-united-states/



“let me entreat you, Gentlemen, on your part, not to take any 
measures, which, viewed in the calm light of reason, will 
lessen the dignity, & sully the glory you have hitherto 
maintained—let me request you to rely on the plighted faith 
of your Country, and place a full confidence in the purity of 
the intentions of Congress; . . . And let me conjure you, in 
the name of our common Country—as you value your own 
sacred honor—as you respect the rights of humanity; & as 
you regard the Military & National character of America, to 
express your utmost horror & detestation of the Man who 
wishes, under any specious pretences, to overturn the 
liberties of our Country, & who wickedly attempts to open 
the flood Gates of Civil discord, & deluge our rising Empire 
in Blood.—”
George Washington
Newburgh Address, March 15, 1783



La Tableau Moral Raisonné 
des Symboles de la 
République, Nürnberg: Joh. 
Andreä Endterische 
Handlung, ca. 1794

https://cdm16923.contentdm.o
clc.org/digital/collection/p1692
3coll5/id/293/rec/1

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll5/id/293/rec/1


https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/lesson-plans/the-revolutionary-
world/international-political-and-social-reform-and-the-american-revolution/



https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/lesson-

plans/objects-of-revolution/the-great-seal-of-the-united-states/

“Dr. F. proposes a Device for a Seal. Moses lifting up his Wand, and dividing the Red Sea, 

and Pharaoh, in his Chariot overwhelmed with the Waters. —This Motto. Rebellion to 

Tyrants is Obedience to God.”
John Adams to Abigail Adams, August 14, 1776





“Others object to the bald eagle . . . For my 

own part I wish the bald eagle had not been 

chosen as the representative of our country. He 

is a bird of bad moral character. . . He is 

therefore by no means a proper emblem for the 

brave and honest Cincinnati of America, who 

have driven all the king birds from our country,

. . . in truth, the turkey is in comparison a much 

more respectable bird, and withal a true original 

native of America.”
Benjamin Franklin to Sarah Bache, January 26, 1784



https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/lesson-plans/legacies-of-the-

revolution/womens-rights-and-the-legacy-of-the-revolution/



Why has she not claimed all those rights, long ago guaranteed by our 
own declaration to all the citizens of this Republic? . . . Can woman 
be said to have a right to life, if all means of self-protection are denied 
her—if, in case of life and death, she is not only denied the right of 
trial by a jury of her own peers, but has no voice in the choice of judge 
or juror, her consent has never been given to the criminal code by 
which she is judged? Can she be said to have a right to liberty, when 
another citizen may have the legal custody of her person; the right to 
shut her up and administer moderate chastisement; to decide when 
and how she shall live, and what are the necessary means for her 
support? Can any citizen be said to have a right to the pursuit of 
happiness, whose inalienable rights are denied; who is disfranchised 
from all the privileges of citizenship; whose person is subject to the 
control and absolute will of another? . . . ‘Governments derive their 
just powers from the consent of the governed.’ ‘Taxation and 
representation are inseparable.’ These glorious truths were uttered for 
some higher purpose than to decorate holiday flags, or furnish texts 
for Fourth of July orations . . . 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Address to Judiciary Committee of the New York State 
Legislature, January 1, 1860



https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/collections-for-the-classroom/



America in Revolution and Lectures in Liberty 
Classroom Videos 
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/classroom-videos/

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/classroom-videos/


Revolutionary Choices Online Strategy Game 
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/revolutionary-
choices-game/

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/revolutionary-choices-game/


Continental Army & Revolutionary War at Sea Traveling Trunks
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/traveling-trunks/

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/traveling-trunks/


Teacher Programs

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/
professional-development/

George Washington Teacher Institute—WDC (June)

James Madison Fellows—WDC (June)

Master Teachers Seminar—WDC (July) 

Pinellas County History PD—Palm Harbor, FL (August) 

VA and NC Teacher Workshop—Danville, VA (October) 

National Council for the Social Studies Conference—

Philadelphia PA (December)                    

National Council for History Education Conference—

Salt Lake City UT (March)



TEACHING ASSOCIATES 
PROGRAM

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/
teaching-associates/

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/teaching-associates/


Student Programs



“The revolutionary generation did not complete the work of 

creating a truly free society, which requires overcoming layers of 

social injustice, exploitation, and other forms of institutionalized 

oppression that have accumulated over many centuries, as well as 

eliminating the ignorance, bigotry, and greed that support them. 

One of the fundamental challenges of a political order based on 

principles of universal right is that it empowers ignorant, bigoted, 

callous, selfish, and greedy people in the same way it empowers 

the wise and virtuous. For this reason, political progress in free 

societies can be painfully, frustratingly slow, with periods of 

energetic change interspersed with periods of inaction or even 

retreat. The wisest of our Revolutionaries understood this, and 

anticipated that creating a truly free society would take many 

generations. The flaw lies not in our Revolutionary        

beginnings or our Revolutionary ideals, but in human          

nature. Perseverance alone is the answer.”                                  

—Why the American Revolution Matters



https://create.kahoot.it/details/b93764c0-d9de-4d55-9bb7-b9c5d5a965d5

https://create.kahoot.it/details/b93764c0-d9de-4d55-9bb7-b9c5d5a965d5

