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What is 
The Society of the Cincinnati?

https://create.kahoot.it/details/b93764c
0-d9de-4d55-9bb7-b9c5d5a965d5
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THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI (1783)

“To perpetuate therefore, as well the remembrance of this vast event, as the mutual        

friendships which have been formed under the pressure of common danger, and in many 

instances cemented by the blood of the parties…”



The American 

Revolution…

★ secured our national independence, 

★ established our republic, 

★ created our national identity, 

★ and articulated our highest ideals—liberty, equality, 

civic responsibility and natural and civil rights.





























What essential primary source readings 
“to impress and perpetuate the first 
principles of the Revolution on the minds 
of youth” would you include in a 2023 
collection for South Carolina students? 

Consider the Revolution’s 250-year legacy, and its 
constructive achievements: our independence, 
republic, national identity and highest ideals…

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923
coll1/id/44

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll1/id/44
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll1/id/44




The Declaration of Independence              

[July 4, 1776]

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal; that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among 

these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; 

that to secure these rights, governments are instituted 

among men, deriving their just powers from the consent 

of the governed. 







General Washington’s Appointment and 

Acceptance of the Command of the American Army 

[June 16, 1775]

Though I am truly sensible of the high honor done me in this 

appointment, yet I feel great distress from the consciousness, 

that my abilities and military experience may not be equal to 

the extensive and important trust. However, as the Congress 

desire it, I will enter upon the momentous duty, and exert 

every power I possess in their service, and for the support of 

the glorious cause. 



General Washington’s Address to the Army 

[November 2, 1783]

Every American Officer and Soldier must now console himself 

for any unpleasant circumstances which may have occurred, by a 

recollection of the uncommon scenes in which he has been called to 

act no inglorious part; and the astonishing Events of which he 

has been a witness—Events which have seldom, if ever before, 

taken place on the stage of human action, nor can they probably 

ever happen again.



General Washington’s Resignation of Command of the Army              

[December 24, 1783]

Having finished the work assigned to me, I retire from the great theatre of action; and, bidding 

an affectionate farewell to this august body, under whose orders I have long acted, I here offer 

my commission, and take my leave of all the employments of public life.



General Washington’s Circular Letter to the 

Governors of the Several States 

[June 18, 1783]

There are four things which I humbly conceive are essential to 

the well being, I may even venture to say the existence, of the 

United States as an independent power:

1st. An indissoluble Union of the States under one Federal 

Head.

2dly. A sacred regard to Public Justice.

3dly. The adoption of a proper Peace Establishment, and

4thly. The prevalence of that pacific and friendly Disposition, 

among the People of the United States, which will induce them 

to forget their local prejudices and policies, to make those 

mutual concessions and policies which are requisite to the 

general prosperity, and in some instances, to sacrifice their 

individual advantages to the interest of the Community.













Lesson Plans
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/lesson-plans/



Classroom Videos
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/classroom-videos/

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/classroom-videos/


https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/collections-for-the-classroom/

Collections for the Classroom



Continental Army & Revolutionary War at Sea Traveling Trunks
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/traveling-trunks/

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/traveling-trunks/


Teacher Programs
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org
/professional-development/

★ Bill of Rights Institute Workshop—WDC (June)

★ Master Teachers Seminar—WDC (July) 

★ Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge Workshop—WDC (July)

★ FL Council for History Education Conference—St. Augustine, 

FL (July) 

★ SC Council for the Social Studies Conference—Greenville, SC 

(September)

★ VA Teacher Workshop—Lorton, VA (November) 

★ National Council for the Social Studies Conference—Nashville, 

TN (December)                    

★ VA Council for the Social Studies Conference—Farmville, VA 

(March)

★ National Council for History Education Conference—

Cleveland, OH (March)



Revolutionary Choices Online Strategy Game 
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/revolutionary-
choices-game/

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/revolutionary-choices-game/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/revolutionary-choices-game/


Teaching Associates Program

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/
teaching-associates/

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/teaching-associates/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/teaching-associates/


Student Programs



“The revolutionary generation did not complete the work of 

creating a truly free society, which requires overcoming layers of 

social injustice, exploitation, and other forms of institutionalized 

oppression that have accumulated over many centuries, as well as 

eliminating the ignorance, bigotry, and greed that support them. 

One of the fundamental challenges of a political order based on 

principles of universal right is that it empowers ignorant, bigoted, 

callous, selfish, and greedy people in the same way it empowers 

the wise and virtuous. For this reason, political progress in free 

societies can be painfully, frustratingly slow, with periods of 

energetic change interspersed with periods of inaction or even 

retreat. The wisest of our Revolutionaries understood this, and 

anticipated that creating a truly free society would take many 

generations. The flaw lies not in our Revolutionary        

beginnings or our Revolutionary ideals, but in human          

nature. Perseverance alone is the answer.”                                  

—Why the American Revolution Matters

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.
org/why-the-american-revolution-matters/

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/why-the-american-revolution-matters/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/why-the-american-revolution-matters/
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