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Artillery in the American Revolution

Roles:

Anti-Material
Anti-Personnel

Ammunition /Projectiles: C
Solid Shot b
Grape
Canister/Case
Shell/Bomb

Types of Fires
Direct
Flanking/Enfilade
Ricochet
Breaching
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Field Guns

Attributes:
-Highly Mobile
-Flat Trajectory/“Point Blank”

Typical Calibers:

-3; 4; 0; 8; 9; & 12 pounders

-Weight determined by weight of solid shot
projectile

Ammunition: L;\ ”~
-Solid Shot, Grape, and Canister/Case o




Howitzers

?124

Attributes:
-Mobile
-High Angle Trajectory (Adjustable)

Typical Calibers: e .
_5 1/29); 697; 8)) okl I [L L
-Determined by Bore Diameter

Ammunition:
-Bomb; Shell; Hot Shot

Plan of )‘E Carriage
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Mortars

Attributes:
-Limited mobility
-High Angle Trajectory (Fixed 45 degree)

Typical Calibers:
_877; 1077; 1377; 207?
-Determined by Bore Diameter

Ammunition:
-Bomb; Shell; Hot Shot
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Siege Guns

Attributes:
-Limited mobility
-Greater powder charge

-Larger carriages for greater recoil
-Used for breaching fire

Typical Calibers:
-18; 24; 36; 42 pounder

Ammunition:
-Solid Shot




“This afternoon the English Jaeger
Corps, or riflemen, arrived here
under the command of Captain
[Patrick] Ferguson. Their rifles are of
a peculiar invention. The charge can
be run into an opening at the back
of the barrel which can be closed up
by a wedge. ..

...they also had a cannon of

this kind with them.”
- Col. Carl Von Donop. June 11, 1777
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Artillery Range

Type Effective Range Range @ Max Elevation
6 pounder field gun 1,978 ft. (point blank) 9,783 ft.

8” Howitzer 2,250 ft. 3,900 ft.

24 pounder siege gun 6,000 ft. (point blank) 14,800 ft.

8” mortar 2,250 ft. 4.200 ft.



FRONTISPIECE.

TREATISE
AR ELILLER TS

CONTAENTING

I. General Conftrutions of ||

brafs and iron Guns ufed |
by Sea and Land, and of |
their CARRIAGES.

1I. General Conftruétions of
MorTarsand HowrTzEs,
their BEps and CAR-
RIAGES.

IlI. The DiMensrons of all
other Kindsof CARRIAGES
ufed in the AR TILLERY.

IV. The Exercise of the
REGIMENT at home, and
its SERVICE abroad in a
SIEGE or a BATTLE.

V. Its MarcH and EN-
CAMPMENT; AMMU-
NITION,STORES,and
Horsgs.

VI. Laftly, the neceffary La+
BORATORY WORK,

To which is prefixed,

A Tueory of POWDER applied
to FirE-ARrRMs.

For the Ufe of
The Rovyar AcApEMY of ARTILLERY,

By JOHN MULLER, Profeffor of
Artillery and Fortification.

LONDON:

Printed for JouN MiLL AN, Whitehall. M.DCC.LVIL

Where may be had MuLLER’s Fortification, Artillery, and
Mathematics, ,Six Vols, 1/. 16s.

His Conic SecTtons, FLux1ons, and FLUENTS, 105, 64.
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ARTILLERIST’S COMPANION,
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Elements of Artlllerf g

TREATING

OF ALL KINDS OF FIREARMS IN DETAIL,

OF THE FORMATION, OBIECT AND SERVICE OF THE FLYING
OR HORSE ARTILLERY, 3

PRECEDED BY

An Introductory Dissertation on Cannon.

BY LOUIS DE TOUSARD,

Member of the Society of the Cincinnati; late Lieutenant Colonel adjoint o the General Staffin the
armies of H. I. and R. M.; late Lieutenant Colonel Commandant of the Second Regiment
and Inspector of Artillery of the United States.
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CONTAINING THE PLATES AND THEIR EXPLANATIONS.

PHILADELPHIA:
Published by C. and A. Conrad and Co. 7~

4nd by Conrad, Lucas and Co. Baltimore; Someryell amld8 ggnmd, Petersb\u‘g. and Bonsal, Conrad and Co. Nor!pli




Jean-Baptiste de Gribeauval

Comte de Vergennes

Silas Deane










N York July 29 1776
Sir,

Mt. Paine has done me the honor to write to me
on the subject of casting cannon, in consequence
of which Mr. Byers a Cannon founder from this
place has proceeded to Philadelphia. I take the
liberty to beg he may be set to work immediately
and if upon a large scale the advantages must be
proportionate. As every hint to a Gentleman in
Acting in your important Station may be attended
with good consequences, I also take the liberty of
mentioning the Importance of the working the
Copper mine in the Jersies. The members of
Congress from that Province can without doubt
give you some good information Respecting it. I
am informd if the works were repaird 100 tons a
Year might be gotten from it. If so it is of infinite

consequence that it should be look'd into. I hope

the importance of the Affair will be a sufficient
excuse for my troubling you with it. Wishing you
every blessing in life I am with the utmost
Respect,

Your Most ObDt Hble Servant
Henry Knox
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