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Walit, Gibraltar and the American
Revolutionary War??




Gibraltar and the American
Revolutionary War

* Colonial rebellion becomes global war
* France declares war on Great Britain, February 1778
* Spain declares war on Great Britain, June 1779

* For both France and Spain, opportunity was knockmg
* Proximity and threat :
* Commerce
* National prestige

* Divide and conquer...

Spanish flag believed to have been
captured during the siege of Gibraltar in
1782 and presented to Lieutenant James
Robert Mosse.

National Maritime Museum, Greenwich,
London




What and where is Gibraltar?




The north view of Gibraltar from the istmus towards Spain. Published January 2nd, 1775. by J. Boydell, London.
The Society of the Cincinnati.



Map of Europe by S. Styles, Utica. MAP
1.1991.1.534 [mod], The Society of the Cincinnati
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PILLAN OF THE PENINSUL.A & CITY OF GIBRALTAR, William Green, [Paterson, Green and Chamberlain, LLondon, ca. 1780
British Library, Maps K. Top.72.40.1.2 TAB
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PILLAN OF THE PENINSUILA & CITY OF GIBRALTAR, William Green, [Paterson, Green and Chamberlain, ca. 1780
British Library, Maps K. Top.72.40.1.2 TAB







Who was Sir William Green??

* 1725 - Born 4 April in London

* 1737 - Enrolled 1 January at the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich

Warren as a cadet gunner

* 1745 - Service in Europe and North America during the War of

Austrian Succession (1740-1748)

* 1760 - Made senior engineer of Gibraltar

* 1760 — 1779 - Green’s report and trip to Britain

Considerations and report Upon the Present State and
Strength of GIBRALTAR, Lt. Col. William Green,
1778. Maps K. Top.72.38.2.a., British Library.
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Marc-René,
marquis de
Montalembert
(1714-1800)

Menno, Baron
van Coehoorn
(1641-1704)

Sébastien le
Prestre de Vauban
(1633-1707)















Gibraltar, on the eve of siege:
by the numbers

* 3,000 civilians (British, Genovese, Jewish, Portuguese, Spanish)
* British garrison of 5,400 men, plus 1,400 military wives and children

* British naval force
* One 60-gun warship, three frigates and a sloop, later augmented by gun boats

Soldier Artificer company, uniform 1786. History of
* Nl | the Royal Sappers and Miners, Volume 1 by T. W J.
e e | A} CONNOLLY, LONDON: LONGMAN, BROWN,
SN T QO GREEN, LONGMANS, AND ROBERTS. 1857.




The ‘Great Siege’ begins.

"Vue perspective du siege de
Gibraltar, commencé par les
Espagnols en Juillet 1779"
(1779). Prints, Drawings and
Watercolors from the Anne S.K.
Brown Military Collection. Brown
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Life under siege — “total war’
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Ruins of Gibraltar after the Great Siege, 1793
Watercolour by Captain Thomas Davis
Gibraltar National Museum



Green’s improvements

* Construction of new bay tacing defenses

* Bomb-proof shelters

* General hospital
e New batteries
e Reconstruction of batteries

* Galleries in “The Rock’
* The Military Company of Artificers
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No. 7. PLAN and SECTIONS of the /T’,"‘““\“T,_'f'}“v“ ol
KING'S BASTION by William Green, ‘ s
1774-1778. Maps K. Top.72.38.2.h.1-2.,
British Library.







Relief from the sea

The Moonlight Battle off Cape St Vincent, 16 January 1780, Relief of Gibraltar by Earl Howe, 11 October 1782, ca. 1782.
Francis Holman (1729-1784), National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London. National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London.



British sortie:

November 27, 1781
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The sortie made by the garrison of
Gibraltar in the morning of the 27 of
Nov. 1781 [engraving]. By John
Trumbull and William Sharp,
1798. The Society of the
Cincinnati.




Spanish model 1757 musket



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2kzgIxM4pQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfGOLqxcbIg
















The mass Franco-Spanish attack
September 13, 1782
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General Eliott and his Officers observing the destruction of the Floating Batteries, Gibraltar, 14 September 1782.
Oil-on-canvas by George Carter (1737-1794), 1784.
NAM. 1996-07-107-1. National Army Museum.




General Eliott and bis Officers observing the destruction of the Floating
Batteries, Gibraltar, 14 September 1782.

Oil-on-canvas by George Carter (1737-1794), 1784.

NAM. 1996-07-107-1. National Army Museum.




Defeat of the floating batteries at
Gibraltar, September 1782 (The Siege of
Gibraltar),

John Singleton Copley (1738-1815),
1783-1791

Guildhall Art Gallery.

Photo credit: City of London
Corporation.




Aftermath

* The ‘Great Siege’ lasted 1,323 days, from 21 June 1779 — 2 February 1783, making it
the longest siege in British history

British casualties:

* 1,069 dead, from enemy action and illness. 1,010 wounded

Franco-Spanish casualties:
* 3,752 killed and wounded

* The ‘Great Siege’ diverted resources that likely would have been used in North
America



Green and Gibraltar —
Post-Revolutionary War

* Green provides further recommendations for Gibraltar
* Green created baronet, 27 June 1786

* Green attains the rank of full general, 1 January 1798

* Retires on pension, 1802

* Gibraltar’s continued importance to the United Kingdom and a source
ot soured relations with Spain



I[N summary...
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Thank you, and any questions?

Paul Newman,
Museum Collections and Operations Manager

PNewman@SocietyoftheCincinnati.org

www.AmericanRevolutionlnstitute.org

www.SocietyoftheCincinnati.org
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